4 SHORT ACCOUNT - 


OF THE 


LIFE OP OTIS. 


ANN CUTLER, 


Company known by the Name of 


PRAYING NANNY, 


Who was a principal Inftrument in the Beginiii "of 
the late Revival of the Work of God | in Lancaſhire, 
Yorkſhire, &c. &. 


—_ 


Thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe * 8 and revoated 
* unto babes, Matt. Xi. 23. 


— v.üꝛ—— 


BY WILLIAM EBAMWELL, 


| PREACHER' OF r GOSPEL. 


WITH AN ACCOUNT. OF 
Elizabeth Dick Wee two Wa T TARCES 2 


AND | 


An excellent Letter dis ' the Reo. Mr. J. Fletcher 


- TO ONE OF HIS FRIENDS. 


A * 


| LEEDS: 
Printed for, and ſold by A. NEWSOM, at his Shop, in Hift's Yard, 
 Croſs-pariſh, and at his Stand above the Croſs, on the Market-gays. 


1798. 


Price Two Pence. 


* 
W —— 4 
"mw 2 FRG a_ nas 
4 


—_ ꝓ—é— — * * 
—— er ce nn 

4 — ts — 
— — MH AA — 

— — ny a LAS "on 
- — — - — 
— — - — Dua 2 — — — — 
” 


1 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


N the following. account. of. Ann Cutler, ; 
have endeavoured carefully to retain her own 
expressions: I have given her letters without 
any alteration, believing that this mode would 
be the most edifying and fpleasing to her nu- 
merous acquaintance. In a narrative like this 
simplicity should be constantly kept in view. 
Her artless and childlike spirit will be best seen 
in her own journal, which is now before me, 
and from which I shall make some extracts. 

She made it her custom daily to write down 


the dealings of God with her soul; a custom 


which numbers have found to be extremely be- 


neficial and which I strongly recommend. As 


I never met with her equal, and -scarcely -ex- 
pect to meet with her like again, T thought that 


a relation thereof might be useful and instruc- 


tive. May God make it a blessing to every 
a_ 


WILLIAM BRAMWELL, 


Life of Ann Cutler, &c. 


A NN CUTLER, was born near Preston, in Lancashire, in 
the year 1759. Till she was about twenty-six years of 
age she was very stritt in her morals and serious in her deportment; 
but she never saw into the method of salvation by Jesus Christ 
till the local Methodist preachers visited that neighbourhood. 
After hearing one of these she was convinced of sin, and from 
that time, she received pardon, and her serious walking evinced 
the power she enjoyed. It was not long before she had a clearer 
sight into her own heart; and, though she retained her confi- 
dence of pardon, was yet made deeply sensible of the need of 
perfect love. In hearing the doctrine of sanctification, and that 
the blessing was to be received through faith, she expected in- 
stanteneous deliverance, and prayed for the power 70 believe: 
her confidence increased until she could say, Jesus, Thou wilt 
cleanse me from all unrighteousness! In the same year of her 
- finding mercy, 1785, the Lord said, Iwill. Be thou clean.“ 
She found a sinking into humility, love and dependance upon 
God. At this time her language was, Jesus, thou knowest I 
loye thee with all my heart, I would rather die than grieve thy 


Spipit. Oh! I cannot express how much I love Jesus.“ After 


this change, something remarkable appeared in her countenance, 
a smile of sweet composure ; it was noticed by many, as a re- 
+  fletion of the Divine Nature, and it encreased to the time of 
her death, In a few months she found a great propensity to 
grieve. for sinners, and often wept much in private; and, at 
the same time, was drawn out to plead with God for the world 
in general. She did not know the meaning of this; and she 
tound none that could either enlighten her mind or encourage 
her views, Her concern encreased ; and nearly every time I 
saw her I was asked for instruction. She began to pray in 


A 2 meetings, 
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| It is exsily seen from: this answer what opinion Mr. Wesley 


4. 


The effects of her labours were minifest. Many were dis- 

leased, but some were saved. At Preston, Blackburn, &c. she 
13 noted for piety, and yet her usefulness was comparatively 
but small. Her manner and petitions were strange to numbers, 
as she prayed with great exertion of voiee and for present 
blessings. She would frequently say, think I must pray, 
J cannot be happy unless I ery for sinners. I do not want any 
parise: I want nothing but sduls to be brought to God. I am 
reproached by most. I cannot do it to be seen or heard of 
men. I see the world going to distruction, and J am burdened 
till I pour oue my gout to God for them, . 


Mr. Wesley called A e she 8 to him. her 
. experience, as it respected her union with God, and strong de- 
Sire to do his will. Me wrote her an answer, of which an exact 
copy may de inserted, as it was left among her other papers. 


| Walton, April I 5, 1790. 
«My DEAR SISTER, | 


There is something in the dealings of God with your 


soul which is out of the common way. But I have known several 


ubom he has been pleased to lead in exactly the same way, and 


particularly in manifesting to them distinctly the three persons 
of the ever blessed Trinity. You may tell all your experience 
to me at any. time: but you will need to be cautious in speak- 


| Ing to others, for they would not understand what you say. Go- 


on in the name of God, and in the power of his might. Pray 


+ for the whole spirit of humility, and I wish that you would write 
| and gpeak without reserve to, dear Nanny, | 


| & Your's affectionately, 
- % Joun WESLEY.” 


bad of Ann Cutler, particularly as it respepeRed her depth of 
iety; and, to my knowledge, she attended to the advice he had 


—— in this letter. She experienced many things in union with 


God which she mentioned but to few, and some manifestations 


she declared to me were never related to any. | — 
Another preacher wrote to her about the same time as fol- 


_ lows: 


« Dear 


meetings, and several were awakened and brought to God. 


astonishement of many, has prevailed with God, . 


but God can enlarge my heart and give me a greater fulness. 


any gave evidence of love, she did, according to the 12th-chap.. 


5 


© DRAA SISTER, | 
] rejoice that you stand in the love of God. Keep to the 
plain New Testament. Learn no mystical phrases: remem- 
ber it is repentance, faith and holiness : the Bible knows this 
religion and no other, Read this and it will lead you higher 
and higher till you obtain the crown. | | 
5 | « am your affeQionate Brother. 


: I think it proper now to take Potice of the different parts of 
her experience, which were evidenced to numbers for more. 


than eight years, ; 
2 | Her Faith in God. 271 
Her manner was to search diligently the New Testament, to- 
know what blessings are promised to her; and if she could only” 
satisfy herself from her own: reading, or from the explanation of 
others, of what the promis: contained, she instantly believed 
that the Lord would give it; and it appeared that she daily, 
through faith, increased in the work of God, 1 never remem 
ber hearing her say that she had received any blessing, but she 
added; I sce a great deal more for me in Jesus.“ | 

When she was called upon to plead for others, her manner 
was, if possible, to know their state. For this she used every 
prudent means. If she was satisfied of what they then needed, 
she believed with all her heart that the Lord would ful- 
fil their desire. She was as confident of sanctification as jus- 
tifiaction; yet she observed it: required a greater exertion of 
faith in the person prayed for and the person pleading, to receive 
purity of heart than pardon. | | 

She lived by faith, 1 had evidence, that as she received she 
trusted in no grace, but looked through all to God: 

In several places, when preachers and others had lost their hopes 
of a revival, she has selected a few to assist her, and, to the. 


vo Her Christian Love. 
She often expressed herself thus: It is all love; nothing 


but love. God is love: I Mant more of this love. How doi 
you think I may attain to more? I feel nothing but pure love: 


I feel my soul continually burn with love to Jesus.“ If ever | 


— 
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0 EG 
of ist Corinthians, © believing all thi ing all things, en- 

|!  duting all things.“ 253 s ngs, hoping 855 1 

Fler love to sinners appeared in her frequent sighs, groans, 


| | || tears, and strong crying to God in secret. What appeared the 
| most like tautology in her petitions, was, © Jesus, save sinnerg?” 


|| Thy blood was shed for them. Oh! save sinners!“ ; 
* Her love to real penitents was striking. Her soul travailed in 
birth till Christ was formed in them. She went through great 
B orrow, sympathizing with the broken in heart; and she always 
| seemed un willing to leave them till they were comforted. » Her 
|| love moved her to mourn with them that mourned ;. and When 
[|| _ deliverance came, her soul rejoiced in God her Saviour. She 
|| | N None know the glory of pleading with souls but those 
o it.“ 3 | : 
| Whenever she found persons, to use her own expression, 
. 4. quite devoted, she showed uncommon respect for them; 
| and, in our conversation on the subject, said, I love to be 
| with them: it helps me forward. I see many things in them I 
|| want myself: but we shall soon be in heaven. I must do all I 
can for God every moment, and then I sha! t: near them in 
another world. Oh! it delights my soul to see those that are not 
| entangled with any thing below the sun!“ Her love to the 
Preachers and connection was the strongest J ever saw in any 
n. r 
bbe did cover a multitude of sins.“ I never knew her speak 
evil of any. She said, When I khow any evil L tell the Lord. 
1 can tell every thing to him.“ She never would talk about the 
faults of others: any thing of this nature made her quite uneasy. 
+ Her language was, I know it will do them no good; I feel it will 
hurt my mind; I want to talk of something else.“ Her soul. 
seemed always moulded into pure love. 


| Hier Humility. _. A 
Fer friends sensibly feel, and all who have had a real know- 
ft ledge of her character can testify, that this grace shone the most 
i} _ eonspicuous. There appeared nothing affected. What was seen 
; I} proclaimed the sentiments of her heart. Thave often thought she 
| did not know how todissemble. Whatever blessing she received, 
Ide spent more time in thanksgiving than she did in the petition. 
| 4* Glory be to Jesus!“ was her cry. When she professed to re- 
1} ceive an increase of grace there appeared an increase of holy: 


— 


Shame in alt ber conduct. She appeared unk under the weight of 
love, and with a soul full of gratitude. The image of the Son of 
God was then the most visible. Whenever she was answered in 


the salvation of others, which was exceedingly common, her 


mind was instantly turned to“ Glory, glory to thy name, oh? 


Jesus. 


I I saw it was not in her to be backward when called to work for 
Sod, or to let others act before her; but her genuine humility 


was the acting instantly or not acting; was the being nothing | 


and feeling it; being any thing for God and his glory; a fool or 
wise, despised or esteemed, rejected or received. - 

15S 4 Her great Patience. © | 

To see God in all things is the privilege of Christians; and 


their happiness consists in acknowledging him as their King, 


Judge, and Saviour. Thy will be done, was the language of 
Ann Cutler for eight years; Thou canst not do wrong.“ She 
met with the greatest opposition that I ever knew one person re- 
ceive; and I never saw or heard of her being the least angry. 
She never complained of il} usage. She was sent for by many, 
both rich and poor; and though she was exceedingly sensible of 
opposition, yet she would say, I am not received at such a place; 
but the will of the Lord be done.“ | 1 
She bore the contradiction of sinners, and took patiently and 
joy fully the loss of her good name, willing to be nothing in order 
to possess all things. She said, I want nothing but to suffer all 
that Jesus will lay upon me, and for him to fulfil his will in me 
every moment. I hope, through his assistance to live as near to 


him as any person in this world. I know he does all things well. 


E know he does all things well!“ 


Her Prayer, Manner, &c. 
J never heard any thing spoken against Ann Cutler, except 
ker manner of approaching the Lord. I hinted before that sbe 
rayed with great exertion of voice, and“ in this she never loset 
er foes.” She was in our house several months at different 
times. It was her usual custom to arise at midnight, and pray 


and return Gcd thanks for mercies received, Going to rest again, 
she slept till four, which was her regular hour of rising. She 
. eontinued till about five, pleading for herself, our family the 


society, the preackers,. aud the whole church. If we had. no | 
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meeting at five, she retired into the chapel, and there continued 
in earnest prayer another hour. About six she went into ber 
room, and read the seriptures with prayer. When she laboured 
with her hands she would retire twelve or fourteen times in the 
day, and pray a few minutes at a time. She continued fre- 
| quently very long in private, but was very short in public, and 4 
in general with a: loud voice. Her plea for this was; I have 

tried A differently, but am always less confident. I would 

do any thing to please if it would not hurt my own soul; but I 
am in this way the most free from wanderings, and have the 
greatest confidence. I dare not strive against it any more.” 15 

She prayed without ceasing. Her life was a life of prayer. Oh! 
|| that I may follow her in this, as she followed Christ!“ For being 
in an agony, she prayed more earnestly.” I have been in tbe 
chapel, when suddenly the whole congregation. have been deeply 
affected in answer to her cries, For prayer I never expect to see 
her equal again. 1 8 


Her Modesty. 

Ann Cutler was often detained late in the evenings with people 
in distress, but would never return in company with young men, 
She conducted herself in this respect to the glory of God, to the 
good of his people, and to the satisfaction of all, It appears from 
her joifrnal that she laid a strong foundation for this mode of 
conduct. A short extract of which I shall here insert. 

L am thine, blessed jesus! Tam wholly thine, I will have 
ñnnone but thee. Preserve thou my soul and body pure in thy sight. 
Give me strength to shun every appearance of evil. In my looks 
keep me pure, in my words pure—a chaste virgin to Christ fon 
ever. I promise thee, upon my bended knees, that if thou wilt be 
mine I will be thine, and cleave to none other in this world, 


Amen. 

e enn, 

It appears, from different parts of her journal, that she had co- 
venanted with God to live and die in this state; and she cers 
tainly was in a surprising manner kept from every stain in her 
conduct before men; for both saints and sinners were constrained 
to say Nanny Cutſer looks at nothing but heaven.“ 


1 5 Her Selfdenial. | a 
| When with us she lived chiefly upon milk and herb-tea: 
; every thing strong she quietly but firmly rejected. When asked 
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he replied, I dare not take it. I know what wilt grieve the Spirit. 
But though she was 80 excecdingly temperate she looked quite 
fresh and lively, I have often wondered that she went through 
So: much labour with so little food, but she was in an extraordi- 
nary way su ed. It never appeared that by any of her labours 
her life was shortened, Her manner was to see her call as clear 
as possible, to act in it with a single eye; and whatever extraor- 
dinary work the Lord called her to, she believed he woulth sup- 
— it. She was crucified to the grorld, and the world 
to- * : | 
| Her Converſation. 
Many have entreated her to be more conversiBle : but her 
est gift was not argument, nor exhortation in publie. - She 
ad an unc nmon sight into the people's states either in leading 
elass or in private. She was very clear in her , of re- 
Pony faith, and holiness, but in this world knew litile but 
rself. Her conversation was truly in heaven. It any thing 
light or superfictal was advanced when in company, she was un- 
easy, and would beg for a better subject, saying, I must either 
talk about Christ or pray; or I must retire.” Thus she reprov- 
Les F have often mourned that F was not se much in 
eaven. | | 5 Berg 
Her words were few, seasoned with grace,” making a 
deep impression wherever she came. With all this, she never 
had any gloom upon her countenance ; but still presented the 
image of that sweet, that happy mind which was in Christ. 1 
have seen her, when speaking of the glory of the world to come, 
stop suddenly, apparently filled with the Spirit; and, when she 
could speak no more, she quietly sunk beneath the power of God, 
arose and retired under a holy shame. e 


Her Union with Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 


This experience is what Mr. Wesley advised her to make 
known but to few. Yet it may not be wrong, as she is gone, to 
reap the fruit of her labours, by declaring a few particulars for 
the benefit of those who are earnestly seeking the same privilege. 
It was her method, as appears from her papers, to renew her co- 
venant with God every day, in the following words:“ Blessed 
Father, loving Jesus, Holy Spirit! I give my body and soul into 
thy hands. Have thy whole will on me, use me for thy glory, 

and never let me grieve thy Spirit. I will be thine every mo- 


1 | again to thee ; give thyself again to me 1 | 


are upon thee as my pattern and aontinual help! 


10 


ment; and all that thou art is mine. We are fully united; we 
are one; and I pray that we may be one for ever. I give myself 

Father! I reverence thy majesty and sink before thee :. 
Thou art a holy God. I submit my all to thee. I live under thy 
inspection, and wonder at thy glory every moment. Blessed 
Jesus! thou art my constant friend and companion. Thou art 
always with me. We walk together in the nearest union. I can 
talk with thee as my Mediator. Thou shewest me the Father, and 
I am lost in beholding his glory. Thou takest me out, and 
bringest me in. Thou art with me wherever I go. Mine eyes 
Foly Spirit! Thou art my comforter, I feel for thee a con- 
stant burning love. My heart is set on fire by thy blessed influ- 
ence. I pray by thy power. It is through thee I am brought to 
Jesus; through Jesus I am brought to the Father, and in the Fa- 
ther I am swallowed up in what I call glory: and I can say, 
Glory. be to the Father, glory be to the Son, and glory be to the 
_ Holy Spirit! 9997 | | | 3 
LIhave union with the Trinity thus. I see the son through 
the Spirit, I find the Father through the Son, and God is my all 
in all.“ OE LY 
Her feeling expressions proved to us that she experienced this 
salvation. She had continual fellowship with the blessed Three- 
One; three in office as it respects us in our present state, one 
God absolutely, world without end. | | 

Ann Cutler desired that I would declare my mind freely con- 
cerning her call to different places. Two years before she en- 
tered into this way I persuaded her to the contrary, but at dif- 
ferent times she believed it was her duty; and when. she went to 
a strange place her labotirs were much blessed. She came to see 


us at Dewsbury, when religion. had been, and was then in a low 


State, In. this circuit numbers had been destroyed through. di- 
visions, &c. I could not find a person that experienced sanctifi- 
cation, and but. few who were clear in the knowledge of pardon. 
Our first year was a year of hard labour and much grief. The 
societies in some places increased, but active religion scarcely ap- 
peared. Nanny Cutler joined us in continual prayer to God for 
à revival of his work, As I was praying in my room, I receiv- 
ed an answer from God in a particular way, and had the revival 
discovered to me in, its manner and effects. I had no more 


11 


doubt. All my grief was gone. I could say, the Lord will come; 
I know he will come, and that suddenly. 
Nothing appeared very particular till under Nanny Cutler's 
prayer one soul received a clean heart. We were confident that 
the Lord would do the same for others. 


* 


At a prayer meeting two found peace with God; and the same 
| week two more received the blessing. On the Sunday morning 
vi had a love feast for the bands, when several were much con- 

' cerned for sanctification. One young woman received the 
blessing. On the monday evening the bands met. A remarka- 
ble spirit of prayer was given to the people. Four person re- 
ceived sanctification, and some were left in distress. 2 

Several, who were the most prejudiced, were suddenly struk 
and in agonies groaned for deliverance. On the Thursday, one, 
who had been exceedingly pained for want of purity for a fort? 
night, was delivered. , | ; 4 

he work continued almost in every meeting; and sixty per- 
Sons in and about Dewsbury received sanctification, and walked | 
in thatliberty.. Our love feasts began to be crowded, and people 
from every neighbouring circuit visited us. Great numbers 
found 5 and some perfect love. They went home, and 
declared what God had done for them. 

The more I consulted the Acts ofthe Apostles and church his- 
tory, the more I was convinced that this was no new thing, ei- 
ther in its manner or effects; but that in every great work of 
God similar things were produced. I consulted several of the 
Senior brethren, who exhorted me to use every means to support 
the revival. Satan began to use his agents in different wayͤs. 
Some said one thing, some another; but no man, without the spi- 
rit of God, can properly judge of the matter. All must miss the 


mark, except those who are taught of Christ; and no greater 
mistakes can be made than they make who presume to say any 
thing of the work of God, and do not feel his love. | 1 
The work, in a few weeks, broke out at Greatland. Ann 
Cutler went over to Birstall, and was equally blessed in her 
labours. She went to Leeds circuit, and, though vital religion 
bad been very low, the Lord made use of her at the beginning of 
a revival, and the work spread nearly through the circuit. Very _ 
often ten or twenty, or more, were saved in a meeting. N 
She and a few more were equally blessed in some parts f 
Bradford circuit, and in Otley circuit.— Wherever she went 


a 
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in the societies: but with many 


12 
there was an amazing power of God attending her prayers: 
This was a very great trial to many of us: to see the Lord make 


use of such simple means, and our usefulress comparatively but 
small. I used every means, ons ny, to prevent prejudio 


* elder brethren 
was impracticable. 0 8 5 


The Lord sau, that in Yorkskive, we were in too great urrion 
with the world, which had certainbyibeen the case for a number 
of years. He mow drew the line; to chis name be asoribed the 
wizdom am glory. 8 om 
The sucoess which attended Arm Cutler among rich and 
for two years, might be proved from her prayers. Marry of the 


Fruits ave gone to glory, and à cloud of witnesses remain in dif- 
ferent places; who, I trust, will join her in singing praise to 
Bod and the Lamb. May her conduct be their example, and 


may they evidence the power they have felt under her prayers, 
dy living and dying in the fulness of God To 

I believe, if we had heartily elused in with the kind providence 
of God, if we had set out shoulders to the work, and known this 


great day of visitation all the nation might have tasted his good- 


Hess. May God grant these things may not be for ever hid from 
our eyes * f 
Ann Cutler took her last journey to Oldbam, Manchester, 
Derby and Macclesfield. Et | 

To her, sister at Blackburn, from Manchester, she writes as 


follows ; | 
22 - Mauc hemer, November Zo 
% Dzan Som, KF NN NE INT. 5 
| © T hope you are all well and happy. I find my soul get 
more friendship with Jesus. The last five days J have been in 
this town IL have been happier than ever before. The last weck 
but this, at Oldham and Delph, and another place, near a hun- 
dred souls were brought to God. Many eried for mercy and the 


Lord delivered them. In this town I cannot exactly tell the num- 


der. God has sandtified many: some preachers and leaders. 
Glory be to God for this glorious work he is carrying on in the 
earth, I hope it will revive at Blackburn. I find my desire 
to please God is than ever. My sol is wholly taken 8 
with God. I am closety united to Jesus; it is heaven belo-ww: 

my desire for the salvation of others is 20 great that I can Spend 
und be spent for the Lord. 8 N 


> 


morning to Leck and Derby circuit. 


. 
r 
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Dear sister, my mother is now where sabbaths never end. 


1 think we shall soon be there, and meet to part no more, It is 


good to live near to Jesus here, and then we shall be near him in 


heaven. Oh! let us double our diligence and be determined to be 


all devoted to God! There is a greater fulness. God bless you 
more and more, and may he fill you with all this fulness of God ? 


Let us not be stopped in our journey; but obey the voice of God. 
God help us to redeem every moment of time! Oh, pray for me! 
Lotten pray for my sisters. I hope to meet thee in heaven. Give 
my love to them all. God bless you all. I am going in the 


„ ANN CUTLER," 


Toa friend in Preston about the same time: 
Dear Sister, | ; 


& T find Jesus very precious. I hope you are well, God is 
love. I have been at Mr. B's above a week. The first day I came_ 
the Lord sanctified his spirit. The next morning his wife re- 
ceived the same blessing. Every day some are brovght to God. 
One day twenty-five. were justified ; some sanctified. The Lord 
is carrying on his work. I think they have sixteen servants en- 
gaged in it, Three or four have received clean hearts. I never 
had a more blessed time than l have had here. I want to be more 
like Jesus, Let you and I give ourselves to God every moment, 
and seek in all things how to glorify him, Pray for the preachers 
that you may receive them as from God. Whilst we live in the 
will of God, nothing can hurt us. No cross, no trial, need hinder 
our prospering, while we leave all and follow Christ. Watch 
against a light spirit, and all useless conversation; and let us pray 
every hour that God may save us from a mere form of religion. 


May the power of God dwell in us! 


ANN CuTtLeR,” 


1 | To another. 
Dear Sister, 


Though absent in body, we are often present in spirit. Let 
us Soar away beyond temptation's power to the dear wounds of 
Jesus. The greater the cross the brighter the crown, Let us 
use all the light we have, and all the love, and God has pro- 
mised to give us more. If God be for us, who can harm us. Let 
us yield ourselves wholly unto the Lord, and sink into the will af 
God, Nezr forty souls were brought to God the last niht, The 

[ 1. 14 
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14 
Lord is making some rich men rich in the faith. Few of these 


will come so low as to cry for mercy. : 
| % ANN CuTLEer,” 


| To Mrs. 5 . of Leeds. 
| Derb Dec. 8. 1994, 
« My very dear Friend; 22 to 


hope you are well. I find God is true: He does not fall. 
I have seen many souls convinced and converted to God. I have 
been above a fortnight at Manchester. Some were justified and: 


some sanctified every night, Some nights eight and nine, some 


twelve, some twenty, one thirty, and one night near forty, found 
ace with God. I have been above a fortnight in Leek circuit. 
he Lord heareth and answereth prayer. Some nights eight 
and; one night eleven, found peace. I have been one week in 
Derby circuit. In this week about forty souls were set at liberty; 
some cleansed from sin. Four men came on Sunday thirteen 
miles in deep distress. They all went home happy. Some 
kneeling in the time of preaching, their distress was so great. 
On Saturday night one, who mocked us, was seized by the power 
of God: he cried for mercy, and the Lord saved him. I see 
much of the Lord's presence, I am going for Macclesfield. 
They have sent for me. I have had a very happy time in my 
own soul. He compasseth me about with favours: I find a 
sweeter union with Jesus Christ than ever. He is all in all. I 
can freely give my soul to God every moment. I bless God 


that he can employ such a worm. I hope you are happy. I 


pray for you every day, We are one in heart, Weare 
nearer and nearer meeting in glory every day. Let us be faith- 
ful to God, and he will guide us continually. He will be our 


sun and shield. God bless you and your family. Pray for me 


that I may be faithful. I could love to hear from you. Give 


my love to. your husband and family; to Mrs. C—and 


Mrs. . Mr. Nelson desires his. love to you. He is 


faithful in his Master's cause. Give my love to Mr. and Mrs. 
, Mr B-——, and all the dear friends in Leeds. 


I am sincerely yours, &. 


« Ann CUTLER,” A; 
n 


eyes to heaven, and say, Oh, blessed Jesus! teach me to redeem 


which much of the power of God came down, I believe it was 


: Employed in visiting sick 12 and many times prayed with 
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An account of her sickness and death, by Mrs. Highfield, in a 


letter to Dr. Aspden, of Blackburn. 
| « Macclesfield. 


«© Dear Sin, | 

« According to your request in a letter to Mr. Mason, dated 
January 12, I will endeavour to give you a few particulars rela- 
3 to the death of Ann Cutler. I would have done it sooner, 
had not the affliction of my family prevented. The time she 
was with us, it seemed to be her daily custom to dedicate herself, 
body and soul, to God; to make that sacrifice which the apostle 
retommends, when he say, ** T beseech you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.“ She 
kame to Macclesfield, on December 13, very poorly of a cold, be- 
ing our preaching night. She had an earnest desire to have a 
prayer meeting; but I told her, preaching beginning so late as 
*ight o'clock, and classes to meet after, it would not be convem- 
ent. But she was very importunate, and said, she could not be 
happy without one; adding, I shall not be long here, and I 
would buy up every opportunity of doing something for God, 
for time is short. Knowing she had an uncor:mon talent for 
pleading for such souls as were coming to God, we got a few to- 
gether, to whom she was made a blessing. Tuesday, the 16th 
she was poor ly, but used no less exercise in prayer, and would 
frequently say, I want to redeem time better, for I believe I 
shall not be in this world much longer ;” and would lift up ber 


"time better, that I may live more to thee than I have ever 
yet done, that Tmay walk as thou also walkedst here below.“ At 
might we had our prayer meeting, in which she was very 
earnest in wrestling with the Lord for a present blessing for her 
soul. | Indeed, it was a blessed time to very many, a time in 


"a season that will never be forgotten. After this meeting con- 
eluded we went to another, where she exercised several times. 
think it may be truly said, that she prayed with all prayer, 
and lived constantly in this spirit. On W ednesday, the 1th, 
she complained of a soreness at her breast, and, for all this, did 
not abate of her usual exercise in prayer. The morning she 
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*. 
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nd swee ily for them. The afternoon. she spent in praying with 
several friends. In the evening we had a public prayer meeting 
in the chapel. She then stood upon one of the forms, and gave 
us an exhortation, which was approved. She was uncommonly 
earnest for precious souls. The zeal she had for them seemed to 


be unparalleled. There were many singularly blessed of God. 


The meeting continued till one o'clock in the morning. After 
this she took a little refreshment ; and, after our family devotion, 
She desired us to retire and leave her, for she wished to pray a 
while by herself. I said Nanny, you have had a long meeting, 
go to bed: She said, Bless the Lord! My soul is quite happy. 
I feel a nearer union with Jesus than I did yesterday.“ In the 
forenoon she said, I want us to pray together that we may ob- 
tain a blessing: come, let us go to the Lord Jesus, and let us go 


empty that we may be filled.“ When we were sat down to din- 


ner, she praised God, and said, Glory be to God; I find he 
is quite willing to give grace and glory! I feel he does not 
withhold any good thing from me.“ She seemed quite in a rap- 


ture, saying, O Jesus! I long to be with thee, that I may give 


thee. greater praise. She now retired, and spent the greatest 
part of the afternoon in prayer, as usual. A friend invited her 
to drink tea. The time being come, she came to me and said, 
«© Did I promise? I told her I did not know. To which she 


replied, ** I am so feeble in body, I think I had better stay.“ A 


n calling upon her, she went and came back exceeding poor- 
bv, but thankful to God; saying, Jesus has blessed my soul.“ 


Soon after this she said, Christmas is very near: and added, 
Last Christmas I went to see my mother, but now she is in 


glory; and I wish much to see her this: and I know not but I 


shall, for I feel as if I expected it.” This was not the only time 
she talked so, for she frequently made use of some such language. 
This evening we went to a meeting a little out of town, and in 


the evening she prayed several time, and repeatedly blessed God 
for condescending to bless both her body and soul. About the 

middle of the meeting she gave out, This, this is the God we 
adore; evidently feeling every word she spoke; at which time she 


sung with all her might, though singing was very unusual with 


her. It was a blessed time to many, and also to herself. Much 
of the divine presence was with us, and I bless the Lord she was 
well received. As we were returning home she said, The Lord 
has wonderfully blessed me; not only in my soul but my body. 


for I feel quite well,” Soon after we got home she began to cough 
very 


FT 


very much; but soon Being better, she res umed her conversation, 
which was always about heaven or heavenly things. She — 
„% Friends, I shall be in heaven before you, and then how gl 
shall I be to welcome you there! 1 long to see Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, Wesley, Fletcher and some other dear friends, that 
I have known on earth.” 
Friday the 19th, her cough began ta be exceedingly trouble- 
some, yet she was no less fervent in spirit. She spent all the day 
in retirement; and I doubt not, had slie been seen; it was the 
greater part of the time upon her knees, pouring out her soul be- 
fore God in prayer and praise. At night her cough still increa 
ing prevented her being at the preaching. | 3 
Saturday the 2oth, she was worse, and could not exercise in 
prayer without difficulty. She came into the prayer meeting, 
and it may be said, she prayed as Christ did in the garden; 
which well became a dying person. 
Sunday the 21st, she had great difficulty in breathing, and of - 
ten said, Jesus is going to take me home. I think T shall soon 
have done with this body of clay; and oh, how happy shall I then 
be when cast my crown before him, “ lost in wonder, love and 
raise.“ | 
1 Monday the 22d, she was much the same in body, but in a 
sweet frame of mind, perſectly resigned to the will of God say- 
ing. Welcome life, or death, or sickness, just as seemeth good 
in the sicht of the Lord.“ 
Tuesday the 23d, she was much worse. It was with much 
pain that she could talk. After dinner she was bliged to go to 
bed, and did but say little. In the evening she came into the 
prayer meeting, but was obliged to lea ve us as soon as she had 
praved once. She had but little rest this evening. 8 
Wednesday the 24th, she sat up as usual, and spent most 
part of the morning in praver. After dinner she went to bed 
again; and the little she could say was seasoned with salt, admi- 
nistering grace to the hearers. 1 N 
„Thursday the 23th, she came down for the last time; but, 
by the advice of the doctor, she went to bed, and her affliction 
became very heavy, yet she continued instant in prayer and 
praise to God. Often saying, All I have and am, 1 will give to 
thee, my God! Make me live every moment in the Spirit. Dear 
=p Jesus, take me for thy bride, and walk in me every moment! 


Oh, how I long to be with thee in heaven!“ She had a very 
restless night. | 
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Friday the 26th, she was desired to see if there was any per- 
son that she would have sent to: she answered. No, except 
to who was immediately written to. At five o'clock in 

the evening, she began to be so ill that we thought her departure 
as at hand. At seven o'clock she said, “ I think I have the 
e pains of death upon me; but what a blessing it is I am going to 
| — For I am sure he is mine and I am his.“ As she was able, 
she repeated these words: I am sure he is mine, and I am his. 
at least twenty times. At nine o'clock, she was easier, and had 
a comfortable night. OG. 13 52 

«© She was much better i 


; | n the morning, and continued so al! 
the day. Her soul seemed very much engaged with God. In 
the afternoon, I asked her the state of her mind: her answer was, 
Quite happy in the love of God.” 1.4, | 
About half past twelve o'clock on Sunday, morning, a friend 
and I joined in prayer with her. When we had concluded, she 
sat up in bed, and prayed with such exertion of voice as astonish- 
ed us. She prayed most earnestly that God would revive his 
work in Macclesfield. The preachers and leaders seemed much 
£11118 impressed upon her mind. She was uncommonly drawn out in 
prayer for them. | | 
| 1 © Sunday the 28th, she was a little better, and was desirous of 


| bett ng up, and did, whilst the bed was made; but wished to lie 
TREE: down again immediately. After dinner she was worse, and com- 
e plained of a pain in her breast. I asked her if I might send for 
| II a door, she said, I might, but added He has done all he can: 
let us both. be perfectly resigned to the will of God.“ In the 
i evening she was very restless, with a degree of delirium. 
About three o'clock on Mondayſmorning, she began to ascribe 
it glory to the ever blessed Trinity; and continued, saying, Glo- 
if _Ty be to the Father, glory be to the Son, and glory to the Holy 
I Ghost.” for a considerable- time. Afterwards she aſtered much 
In ber death. About seven o'clock, the doctor, with those about her, 
i d she was just gone, but, to our great surprise, she continu- 
cel in this state till between ten and eleven o'clock in the forenvon. 
if She then lifted berself up, and looked about her, and 17 just 
to be heard, and was very sensible: she seemed perfectly com- 
posed, but her strength nearly gone. About three o'clock she 
looked at a friend, and said, Tam going to die;“ and added, 
© Glory be to God and the Lamb for ever,” so loud as to be 
beard in any part of the house, till she was quite exhausted. . 
IG | | | * 
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bout six o'clock I said, Nanny, how are you?“ With a faint 
voice, she said, Iam-very ill.“ I replied, © You are, but I trust 
your soul.is perfectly happy.“ Yes it is, but I cannot 80 fully 
rejoice: because of the weight of my affliction.“ I said. Well, 
the Lord does not require it, or he would give strenght'“ Les, 
4 she said, He would. Glory be to God and the Lamb for 
ever!“ These were her last words. Soon afterwards the spirit 
left this vale of misery. So died our dear and much valued 
- Siead; And Cutler. e 
The above are the particulars of her life during the time she 
was with us, and an account of her sickness and death, as far as I 
am able to recollect. I am yours, &c. e 


: po A. H. 
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ELIZABETH DICKINSON's TRANCES.. 


Firſt Trance. 


ER father informed me, that on Monday August 27, 
141 1792, be had been at Ripley fair, and when he came home, 
he asked the servant-girl how Betty did, she being ill in the 
morning when he went from home, and the servant said that | 
she was better, she had beeh in the room with her a few minutes 
before he came, and he went immediately into the room where 
she was, and found her laying upon the bed as if she was dead, 
\ and he said he was so struck with the alarming catastrophe, be 
took her up in his arms, and she was so flexible he could not 
\ Hold her, and he let her lie down, and said it was the mighty 
. og of God, she shu ld lie until e wrought a change, and she 
aid in that pos it from one o'clock in the àfternoon, until ten 
o' clock at night, and during that time he could neither find 
breath nor pulse. 5 Br . 
ö Ĩ be first time I saw her, it was at Pannal, the 22d of Sept. 
| and she related her first trance, in the manner and form follow- 
ing: I laid me down upon the bed, and our servant-girl came 


to me and asked me how I did? and 1 told ber I felt no pain, 


hp 20 Rs T3 
and I fell into a trance. How: I came to heaven I do not 
know, but when I came there I had a conductor with me like a 
beautiful woman, dressed in white, who conducted me to our 
Saviour, he carne to meet me with a scipture in his hand, and 
a crown upon his head, and I saw the print of the nails in his 
hands and in his feet, and where the spear had gon into his side, 
and she said our Saviour conducted me through heaven, through 
the angels, they appeared to me as if they were in ranks like sol- 
diers in ranks, and they all sung in melody beyond expression, 
aud repeated hallelujah, and our Saviour conducted me as if it 
might seem the _ of four hundred yards, and there I sa 
the devil in hell, his head appeared as large as four of our heads - 
put 2 and his eyes appeared in proportion to that size, 
and his mouth appeared as if he might swallow four men at 
once, and fire and smoke issued out of his mouth, and he did no- 
thing but take the name of God in vain, and each of his feet ap- 
peared as if — Ep ht cover half a yard of square ground, the 
one was a cl oot and the other a cloven one, and his tail 


appeared, if he had been upon this earth, as if it might reach to 

L heaven; and she sa id she saw four persons in hell that she knew 

in this world before they died, three young persons and one old 

person; and sbe said she thought the hrieks of the damned 

was so loud in hell, they might here them upon this earth, and 

che said our Saviour conducted me back again through heaven, 
and I saw my mother in heaven that had beenfdead five years, 

dhe came, but our Saviour would not premit her to speak to mez 

norme to her, and our Saviour bid me to declare what I had seen 

and heard, and I said I had not power, neither would people be - 

hee me, and our Saviour said some would believe and some 

IF would not, but he would give me power in thee days to declare: 

| and he said my dear child, all shall be well with thee, and I came 

cout of my trance, and I was three days and had not power to de- 

# clare, and I lived upon nothing but Water for three days, only 

to oblige my father, I once put a morsel of bread into my mouth, = 

for I had bread to eat they knew not of ; 

| - 1 write the trances in her own words. 


| Read this over and over with great attention, and withour pre- 
jucdice, for where are her greatests enemies that can lay aught 


to her charge? _ a 72 
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Dear favour'd child, thy time is gone | 
In the flower of thy age, bs 
Thou faithful was to God and man, 
Thy message to discharge. 


SECOND TRANCE. 


— — 


"TD ICHARD CALVERLEY, an intimate acquaintance of 


mine, and a man of good reputation, informed me, he was 
a spectator of that accident, and on Friday the 28th of September, 


' 1792, she was taken ill in body previous to that alarming cir- 


cumstance, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, she ceased to 


breath all at once, and they could feel neither breath nor pulse, 


during the space of four hours, and about two o'clock in the af- 
ternoon she fetched a sight, gave a deep groan, and opened her 
eyes. She told me herself the first she met with after she fell 
into this trance, was the devil, he appeared to her as an angel of 


light, but his feet were black, he asked her where she was going, 
she told him to heaven; he said what to do there? she told him 


God had given her a blessing before that time of the day; the 
devil said unto her, if she would worship him, all the kingdom 
should be her's; she said unto him it was not his to give, hut she 
said unto him get thee hence satan, for, it is written, thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only sþalt thou serve: the 
devil then appeared to her as he did the first time, and left her, 
and the same angel came to her that came the first time, and 
conducted her on a path as white as snow or wool, and soft as 
dawn, until they came to heaven; and our Saviour came to meet 
her as he did the first time, and conducted her before the throne 


of God, who appeared to her with a crown of glory upon his head, 


a 
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and clothed with a vesture * gold; which opened, and a star 

appeared upon his right breast, and she fell down upon her 

knees and asked forgiveness, if she had#done amiss in declaring 
his command; and our Saviour said she had been a faithful ger- 
vant, God was glorified in her; and she stood up, and our Savi- 
our Shewed her what was laid up for her in heaven; and she saw 
a white robe and a crown of gold, and a golden girdle ; the 
girdle she said our Saviour told her she was to have more than 
the other angels, because she had been faithful in declaring 


- 


God's command upon the earth, 


ay 
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She said she had a dezire to stay in Heaven, and the angels came 
round about her and said, let her stay; but our Saviour said unto 
them, my brethren, it is my will she shall go onte more upon 
the face of the earth; the angels then said, let her go, for she ohall 
be glorified in Heaven and upon the face of the earth; she said 
our Saviour then opened a door like gold, and there she saw little 
infants with crowns'of gold upon their heads, and they all sung 
with voices exactly a like; her mother came to her and spoke * 
with her; three children came to her that she knew before they * 
died, and sent a message by her to their mother; she then said, 
she had a desire to know which of her relations were the greatest 
sinners; and our Saviour said unto her, I know my dear child 
what is in me is in thee, that thou mayest 'warn them when thou 
goest again to the earth; and a door opened in Heaven, and there 
app ared a golden stand, and our Saviour took a book, and laid 
"uporr it, and the book was wrote in letters of gold; and she said, 
she looked into it, but could not read it; and she said, O Lord! 
cannot read, e eee Jesus then stretched his 

right hand over her, and she then could read, and saw the names 
or her relations and their sins recorded, and many more that 


: 
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Vere living upon the earth; but not seeing her own sing, the >» 
asked where the sins che had committed were, and our Saviour 
said they were all blotted out to be remembered no more ; God 
then spake to her and said, tell the world my spirit shall nat at- 
ways strive with man; I give them food and rarment, aud they 
serde the devil; and when they fall into sickpess or distress, they 
call upon me, and 1 deliver them, and many of them turn to 
their old works again; and she said she had much converation. 
with our Saviour, that she had not power to declare it. He said, 
my dear child, thou must tell these things to the inhabitants of 
tte earth, the day of judgment is nearer than they expect, and If 
they do not repent and believe the gospel, God will cut them ff 
"in their sins; and he said it shall be the last message I will send 


— 
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5 From J. Fletcher to. 4d, Eg. 
My very dear Friend, _ | : 


JF OUR abrence made me Post pone thanking you for all the love 
and kindness you shewed me when, at Bristol. And to lay 
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me under «till greater obligations, you have sent me an. hamper 


Full of wine and broad cloth; as if it was not enough to adorn and 
cover the outside but you must alto warm and nourich the intide 
af the body. To this you have added a kind but. melancholy letter 
from Dover—melancholy, I say, as well as kind—by the account of 
the worldliness of our poor Protestant brethren abroad, and the little 
Hopes you have of seeing your daughter again. My reason for not 
answering immediately was the hope of sending by some friends, 
going to 1 And, now, I have the opportunity of teiling you, 


nd. further delay, that you should have a little mercy upon your 


rriends in not RY them with such burdens of beneficence. How 


would you like to be loaded with kindnesses you could not return? 
Were. it noe for a little of that grace which. makes us not only will. 
in, but happy to be nothing; to he obliged and dependent, your 


present would make me quite miserable: But the mountains of di- 


vine mercy, which press down my soul, have enured me to bear tbe | 
I submit to be cloathed and nou- 


hills of brotherly kindness. 
risbed by you, as your servant, without having the happiness of 
Serving you —to yield to this, is as hard in friendship, as submeit- 


20 be saved by free grace; without one crap of our own righteous- 
nest However, we are allowed both in religion and friendship, 


to cate ourselves by thanks and prayers ; till we have an opportuni- 
ty of doing it by actions. I thank you then, my dear friend, and 


pray to God that you may receive his benefits, as I do yours. Your 
broad cloth can lap me round two or three times; but the mantle of 


divine love; the precious fine robe of Jesus righteousness can 


cover your sou a thousand times. The cloth, fine and good as it 


zs, will not keep out a. hard: shower ; but that garment of sal- 
vation Twill keep out even a shower of fire. and brimstone.— 
Your cloth will wear out; but that fine cloth, the righteous- 
ness of the saints, will appear with a finer lustre, the more it 
Ii. worn, The math may fret your present, or the taylor sporl 
in cutting ; but the present which Jesus hath made you. is out 
of the reach of the spoiler, and ready for present wear. Nor is 
there any fear of cutting. it out wrong, for it is seamless, wove 


From the top throughout with the white unbroken warp of thirty- 


three years perfect obedience, and the.red woof of his agony and 
Suffering even unto death. Now, my dear friend, let me beseech 
von to accept of this heavenly present, as J accept of your earthly 


one, I did not rend you one farthing to purchase it: it came 


unsought, unasked, unexperted as the seed of the woman; and it 
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came just as Twas sending the the tailor to buy me tome cloth for 
ll a coat. Immediately I stopped him, and when you next tee me, 19 

| | will be in the present. Now let Jesus cee you in his, walk in 
white, adorn his gospel, while he beautifies you with the garment of 
satvation. Accept it freely, wear no more the old rusty coat of na- 

| ture and self-righteousness ; send no more to have it patched, make © 
| Four boast of an unbought suit, and love to wear the livery of Jesus. 
D will then love to do his work, it will be your meat and drink 
190 4 it. And that you may be vigorous in doing it, as I Shall take 

| 

| 


a2 Hittle of the wine for my stomach's sake, take you a good deal of 
the wine of the kingdom for your 5ou!'s gate. Every promise of + 
| the gospel is a bottle, a cask that has a spring within, and can never 
|| he drawn out, But draw the cork of urkelief and drink abun- 
dantly, O beloved! nor be afraid of intoxication, and if an in- 
Wil Nammation follows, it will be only that of love. I beg you 
bid be more free with the heavenly vine than I have been with 
that of the earthly one you have tent me. I have not tasted it yet. 
But whose fault is it! Not yours, certainly, but mine. If you do not 
drink daily spiritual health and vigour out of the cup of salvation, 
hoe fault is it ? Net Jesus, but yours. As he gives you his 
righteousness to cover your nakedness ; and the consolations of his 
spirit to chear and invigorate your soul, accept and use; wear, 
, dank, and live to God, That you may heartily and constantly do 
| this is my Sincere prayer for you and yours: especially your poor 
| daughter (who was at this time in a deep consumption) whom, 1 
trust you have recigned into the hands of him, to whom be ir 
nearer than to you.” "The wise dispeser of all things knows what 
It best for ber. The hairs of her head, much more the days of her 
le, are all numbered. The Lord often destroys the bgdy, that the 
soul may be saved. And if this is the case here, as w# may reason- 
ably hope, you will not say unto the Lord, What dost thou ? But 
say with the father who lost two sons in one day, It is the Lord, 
let him do whatsoever he pleaseth, 1 Sam. iii. 18. Or wth bim 
udo lot ten children at one stroke. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
II taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord, Job i. 24. - 


JOHN FLETCHER. 


